[Mechanism of the functional transformation of paralyzed intercostal muscles in rats with experimental botulism].
The rest membrane potential (RMP) and action potential (AP) of muscle fibers of external and internal intercostal muscles were examined in the local form of botulism. There was a decrease in the RMP and AP magnitudes in both groups of the muscles. This decrease was coupled with a greater proportion of the fibers with a low RMP. The excitability of the muscle fibers varied biphasically; it rose in the early period of paralysis and fell in the later one. The variations found might be accounted for by dystrophy of motoneurons innervating muscles.